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"THE CLIMATE OF THE EAST 
COAST OF FLORIDA IS NEARER 
PERFECTION THAN ANY OTHER 
ONE THING ON EARTH." 
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PREFACE. 



OO many works on St. Augustine are already before the public that ! feel it 
^ incumbent on me to give my reasons for adding to the number. The his- 
tories of the town are all more or less excellent, and it was not my intention to 
attempt anything new in that line, but rather to endeavor to give a pictorial ac- 
count of the place, in the past, as much as in me lay, and in the present as fully 
as possible. To this original plan 1 have added a short history in type, for the 
facts given in which I am mainly indebted to '* Fairbanks' History of Florida " 
and to "John Bartram's description of East, Florida with a journal." 

1 am also very greatly indebted to Mr. John Masters, of this city, who was 
born here in 1806; in 1837, Mr. Masters was a Sergeant in the party under Gen'l 
Hernandez, who captured Osceola, and it is from his descriptions of the scene, 
from a photo of the locality kindly lent me by Mrs. Marcotte, Treasurer of the 
local Historical Society, and from portraits of the General and Osceola, that I 
drew the etchings of this interesting episode. To Dr. De Witt Webb I wish to 
return my thanks for descriptions of the shell mound and the manner of its 
formation as well as a cut of it ; for the use of the portraits and for much general 
and valuable information and courtesy. 

That the work is still incomplete and has many blemishes I am well aware, 
but if it assists our guests and visitors to some understanding of the subject, and 
points out a number of places of historical interest, which otherwise they would 
probably remain ignorant of 1 shall be satisfied. 

H. S. WYLLIE. 
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FIRS1,MAS IN a AUGUSTINE FLORIDA. SEP815G5Tr 
JHELANDINC OFTHE SPANIARDS UNDER PEDRO MELENDEZ 




In 1512 Juan Concede Leon, in 
search of gold and the fountain of 
youth, sailed from Porto Rico and 
on 27th March he landed in latitude 
30" 8\ slightly north of St. Augus- 
tine. The Indian name of the count 
ry was Cautio, but Ponce de Leon 
named it Florida, having discovered 
it on Easter Sunday. The Spaniards 
planted a cross, unfurled the royal 
banner and took the oath of allegi- 



ence to Ferdinand, in whose name 
they took possession. 

In IS64on22ndJune,threeFrench 
vessels under the command of Ren^ 
de Laudonnii^re anchored off the 
mottth of the Matanzas River. Lau- 
donni^re landed, was well received 
by the Indians and before sailing for 
the River May (St. John's) he nam- 
ed it the river of Dolphins. 

In 1665 Pedro Menendez landed 
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with the Apalachian Indians; the 
captured tribesmen were forced to 
work on the fortifications and they 
and their descendants were kept at 
that employment for sixty years. 
In 1665 John Davis, a Boucanier, 



burnt St. Augustine but "did not get 
much booty," as the old writer tells 
U.S. "for the people of this place are 
very poor." 

In 1702 the English colonists un- 
der Governor Moore, laid siege to 





. / 



the Fort, tlieii named "San Marco, " 
and for three months the garrison 
and citizens were confined within 
its walls. There were sorties, feints 
and strategies, but the bombardment 
made no efiFect and Moore tired of 
the fruitless effort ; he raised the siege, 
burnt the town and retired to his 



dred men, laid waste the whole coun- 
try and pushed forward up to "the 
gates of St. Augustine." This is the 
first mention we have of the gates and 
they proved too strong for Palmer 
who could not force an entree into 
the place. 

In 1740 Governor Oglethorpe, of 




home. In this expedition'Colonel 
Daniels who commanded the land 
forces arrived before the fleet and 
" immediately attacked and captured 
the town, drivingthe inhabitants into 
the fort." 

In 1727 Colonel Palmer, of South 
Carolina, with a force of three hun- 



{ leorgia, with three vessels and a con- 
siderable land force invested St. 
Augustine and again thecitizens took 
refuge behind the coquina walls of 
the fort. The colonists captured fort 
Moosa and Colonel Palmer with a 
small command was placed in charge. 
The Spaniards made a night attack 



and though a stout resistance was 
made, they re-captured the fort, and 
tooksome prisoners. Here the gallant 
Palmer fell, fighting to the last in 
the moat or ditch. Oglethorpe erect- 
ed batteries on Anastasia Island and 
on North Beach, the remains of the 
Poza battery, opposite the fort, on the 



of the fort was carried on, but it pro- 
duced no result, and the garrison, 
obtaining supplies from Cuba via 
Mosquito Inlet, the siege was raised 
and the Georgians returned to their 
homes. 

In 1742 the Spaniards from St, 
Augustine marched against Georgia 
but were repulsed with loss. 




island, are still|existant. Oglethorpe, 
like Palmer in 1727 found the city de- 
fenses too strong to be captured by 
assault and he sat down to regularly 
invest the place. From the 24th 
May till 9th July the bombardment 



In 1-743 Oglethorpe made a sud- 
den descent upon Florida and march- 
ed "to the gates of St. Augustine" 
when his Indian allies captured and 
slew forty Spaniards under the very 
wallsofthe fort. 
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In 1762 atreaty ceding Florida to 
Great Britian in exchange for Cuba, 
wtiicb bad fallen into the hands of 
the latter, was ratified. The twenty 
years of British occupation was a 
period of peace and commerce. Pub- 
lic works were pushed forward, sugar 
and indigo plantations were estab- 
lished and St. Augustine flourished. 
During the year 1770, fifty schooners 
and several square rigged vessels en- 
tered the port. Florida indigo 



brought the highest price of any sold 
in the London market; forty thous- 
and pounds were exported in 1772. 
During the revolutionary war St. 
Augustine remained loyal to Great 
Britain and the old fort received 
many prisoners. 

In 1767 Dr. Tumbull imported 
fourteen hundred people from the 
island of Minorca and located them 
atNewSymma. Fornineyears these 
people worked on the plantations 
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there and then revolted, obtain- 
ed their freedom, and; the remnants 
of the colonist, some six hundred in 
number, settled in St. Augustine 
where their descendants are a large 
and thriving portion of the citizens 
at the present time. 

In 1784 Florida was re-ceded to 
Spain in exchange for the Bahama 
Islands, and all the British population 
left the country. 

In 1812 a number of frontiersmen, 
Americans, banded themselves under 
the leadership of General John H. 
Mcintosh, under the title of patriots, 
and attacked the Spaniards in Flori- 
da. They captured, with the aid of 



nine American gunboats, Fernan- 
dina and attacked St. Augustine, cap- 
tured and occupied Fort Moosa but 
were shelled out of it by a schooner; 
they failed to damage the town, the 
defenses of which were altogether 
too strong for them. 

In 1821 on the 19th February the 
flag of Spain gave place to the Stars 
and Strips, on the old fort which was 
re-named "Fort Marion." 

In 1836 Osceola the patriot Semi- 
nole Chief was captured. He was 
invited to a conference with Gen'l 
Hernandez at Moultrie to which he 
came, under a flag of truce, accom- 
panied by eighty warriors all unarm- 
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ed. Duringtheconfereiicelliemount- 
edtroopsclosed in andOsceolaand his 
companions were captured without 
a straggle. Osceola was confined in 
Fort Marion together with the two 
Chiefs Coacoochee and Hadjo; the 
two latter effected their escape by 
squeezing through the iron bars and 



dropping into the moat. Osceola was 
seat to Charleston where he died in 
captivity. 

In 1875 a number of Western 
Indians were confined in FortMarion. 

In 1 886 seventy-seven Apache In- 
dian prisoners were sent to St. Au- 
gustine and confined in the fort. 
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The NlODERN Town. 



I Mr. H. M. Flagler decided to build 
a winter hotel in St. Augustine; in 
1885 the Ponce de Leon was com- 
menced, it was completed in 1887. 
This magnificent pile is so well 
known, its broad columned loggias, 



broad asphalt pavements, tile roofs 
and moorish architecture form a 
'*coup d' ceil" which must be seen 
to be appreciated, as must the luxuri- 
ousness and comfort of their interiors. 
The Cordova building has received 
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superb decorations and tasteful fur- 
nishings, are of such world-wide rep- 
utation, that no further description 
is necessary; and indeed the same 
remark applies to Mr. Flagler's other 
hotels the Alcazar and the Cordova, 
the former of which was built sub- 
sequently, while the latter was pur- 
chased from Mr. F. W. Smith. These 
three splendid structures with their 
gardens of palm and other tropical 
trees and shrubs, their fountains and 



some alterations since it was built, 
the lower story having been convert- 
ed into large roomy stores with mod- 
ern plate glass fronts iind the en- 
trance on King street, where was 
originally an iron gate suggestive of 
a Mediaeval Castle, is now a fully 
equipped modern Stationer's store 
appropriately yclept the "Key Stone" 
where everything in the way of 
souvenirs and other commodities 
usual in such a business may be pro- 
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ST. AUGUSTINE. 



cured, Mr. Flagler, not content with 
hotels and railroads, also built the 
Alicia Hospital so that the sick of 
St. Augustine, whether residents or 
visitors, can always obtain the best 
medicalaid and the most careful nurs- 
ing. Another of the buildings erect- 
ed by Mr. Flagler is the Presbyterian 
" Memorial" Church which is one of, 
if uot the finest church building in 
the south. 

St. Francis Barracks was formerly 
a monastery; it was built in 1580 and 
was converted to its present use by 
the government of the United States. 



Old Fort Matanzas stands at the 
inlet of the same name; the date of 
its building is not known; it is a 
pleasant sail of about eighteen miles 
from St. Augustine. At Matanzas too 
is a shell mound which covers some 
30 acres of ground and which is well 
worthy of a visit. The defenses of 
St. Augustine in 1763, as described ■ 
by John Bartram in his work on 
Florida, were: — a line of earthworks 
suriHOunted by several rows of Span- 
ish bayonets and a broad moat ran 
from the fort to the San Sebastian. 
On this line were placed the gates at 
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the end of St. George Street, a bat- 
tery on the San Sebastian and two 
intermediate batteries, one of which 
was situated at the end of the pres- 
ent Cordova Street and this was 



entirely removed in making the en- 
trance to the San Marco Hotel; the 
the remains of the other two are 
still extant. A line of the same 
earthwork and moat ran southerly 
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where Cordova Street now runs to a 
point nearly opposite the Post Ceme- 
tery, thence it ran east and connected 
with the Matanzas; of this no trace 
remains. A battery was located on 
either side of the mouth of the Maria 
Sanchez Creek and both are now 



plainly visible. Several batteries 
were placed at the Indian crossings 
of the San Sebastian; one, a little 
south of Ferry Street, can still be 
traced. An outer line of the same 
nature as that described ran from the 
San Sebastian River to the Indian 
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village of Topiqui, which is the site 
of the old Catholic Cemetery in the 
North City, seven minutes walk from 
the gates ; here are the ruins of the 
old chapel which was built on the 
foundations of the ancient Indian 
church described by John Bartram 
as having a handsome tower. An- 
other line constructed in the same 
manner as the inner ones ran from 
the Sebastian, at the place where the 
"Horn Bridge" crosses the river, to 
Fort Moosa. Fort Moosa was a 
Coquina fort having four bastions 
and a moat. It was built on the 



the place and when Governor Moore 
burnt it. The old ruins are worth 
visiting, recallingasthey dothepast 
struggles between our forefathers and 
the Spaniards. The Coquina Quarries 
on Anastasia Island extend from the 
lighthouse almost the entire length 
of the Island; it is from these quar- 
ries that the stone was taken for the 
building of the fort. The chimneys&rt 
situated somewhat south of the rail- 
way crossing; they, with the well, 
which is close to them, are the only 
remains of the building which shelt- 
ered thequarry men; legend says that 




Moosa (now called Moses) creek, at 
a spot about three quarters of a mile 
east of the Cremator and about two 
miles from St. Augustine. This his- 
toric spot is marked by Coquina 
foundations but the walls and watch 
tower are levelled and the well is 
filled up. Such, together with the 
fort is a brief sketch of the defenses 
which kept at bay. Palmer, Ogle- 
thorpe and Mcintosh and for the 
want of which the inhabitants of St. 
Augustine had to leave their homes 
and take refuge in the fort in 1702 
when Col. Daniels march against 



a boucanier made this his headquart 
ers, hid his vessel in a creek, built 
a small house, some of the bricks of 
which are still to be seen in the fire 
place, and here laid "perdu." The 
chimneys and the well are curious 
old relics and will repay inspection. 
The old chimney and well at Casi- 
cola and the tall chimney at Hansons 
are relics of British days, they were 
built for sugar industry; at the for- 
mer place a new and thriving to- 
bacco farm takes the place of sugar 
but at Hanson's the woods have 
grown up unmolested. 
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The Fisk Monument on Anastasia house surrounded by outbuildings of 

Island opposite the mouth of the the same material, of all of which 

Sebastian, marks the grave of the only the two objects protrayed in our 

proprietor of an extensive tract of etching remains, 
country, who lived in a large coquina Thf Dade Monument; takes the 
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form of three plain pyrannds The> 
are erected m the Post Cemetery and 
mark the graves of the gallant men 
who fell at the commencement of the 
Florida war, massacred by the In- 
dians, and whose remains were sub- 
sequently interred in this spot. 

The Old Kings Forge is a relic of 
the building of Fort Marion; it was 
here that the iron work for the fort 
was forged; it stands — the ruins 
of it — near the fort on Bay Street. 



The Spanuk Monument in the Plaza 
was erected as the plate on it says 
in commemoration of the adoption 
of the Spanish constitution in 1812 
and is the onlymemorial of that event 
left, all the rest having been destroy- 
ed on the down-fall of the constitu- 
tion. 

The Old Lighthouse, built by the 
Spanish and added to by the British, 
was washed away by the sea, the 
debris still strew the beach. 
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The New Lighthouse, built by the 
government, is one of the finest ou 
the coast, from its summit a grand 
panorama of sea and land, of river 
and foliage, and of the town with its 
grey old fort and its modern towers 
and domes delights the eye and re- 
pays the visitor for the toilsome 
ascent. The view over the govern- 
ment reservation, the golf links of 



St. Augustine, from the Palmetto 
Hotel, including as it does the gates 
and fort, with the river and ocean in 
the distance and the old, so called, 
Huguenot Cemetery with its somber 
cedar foliage in the foreground is 
very fine. 

The Huguenot Cemetery was form- 
erly the Potters' field, where excom- 
niunicants and military criminals 
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mned, the dates on the tombs 
it very ancient, 1821 being the 
, but very many of the graves 
10 inscription, the nature of the 
in its earliest days would not 
) a perpetuation of the memory 
ise interred there; the spot is 

inspection. 
Old Building on Cathedral 

was built for, and used as, a 



convent, when the new convent was 

built this old structure was used as 
a school, and subsequently, when 
Messrs. Carcaba, the famous Havan- 
nah cigar manufacturers, were lefi 
without a place of business, the great 
fire of 1895 countingthem among its 
victims, the bishop gave them the 
use of the old convent, and so in this 
ancient building where the sisters 
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lived their retired lives, with the 
statue of the Virgin over the door, is 
now heard the bustle and hum of a 
thriving modern factory. 

Treasury Street is one of the curi- 
osities of the town; commencing at 
Bay Street it is so very narrow that 
two people can almost shake hands 



s for whiling away the drag- 
ging hours is one of the features of 
the modern town. 

Charlotte Street is another of the 
narrow winding old time thorough- 
fares, but on itare located some of our 
prominent business houses, among 
whom Mr. J. H. Lynn, who came to 
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across it; proceeding westward it 
gradually widens until where it runs 
into Cordova Street it is a respect- 
able width. At the corner of these 
streets is situated the Bacchus Club 
and Restaurant, which with its lux- 
urious fittings, excellent tables, its 
choice works of art and many con- 



st. Augustine in 1889 from Palatka 
where he had suffered by the fire of 
1884, losing all he possessed. Mr. 
Lynn's fine concrete building, con- 
taining hotel and store, is a monu- 
ment of his push and industry. 

The Public Library Building with 
its arched front is one of the typical 



52 ST. AUGUSTINE. 

Spanish houses; this structure was 
the Kings bakery, since those times 
it has been put to several business 
purposes and was finally purchased 
by Mr. J.M.Wilson and presented to 
the city ; it contains a good library 
of some 3,500 volumes, and in it the 



"Historical, Literary and Scientific industries. 



The Woman's Exchange building 
on St. George Street is anothertypi- 
cal Spanish house; here a society of 
ladies have show rooms for the sale 
of woman's work; it is an institution 
doingimmense good andaiding many 
ladies in finding a market for their 




Society" has an excellent 
of curiosities. 

The De Leon Springs is a favorite 
resort, attached to it is a legend that 
here one of Ponce de Leon's lieu- 
tenants found the far famed fountain 
of youth. 



The Old House on St. Francis Street 
is said to be the oldest in the States; 
it was occupied originally by the 
monks of St. Francis but became the 
property of a deputy of the Spanish 
Government in 1590 and remained 
in that family until 18S2, when it was 
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purchased by Dr. Carver. It is a 
curious, old world building and is full 
of curiosities; a visit to it will be 
found very interesting;. 

Before closing this account of St. 
Augustine I must say a few words on 
the subject of the hotels of the town : 



hands and Mr. Howe, who is so well 
and popularly known as the pro- 
prietor of the Buckingham, has add- 
ed to his cares the large hotel on 
St. George Street, Mr. Howe has 
made several alterations, notably a 
road from his house directly back to 




III "Sewall's sketches of St. Augus- 
tine," we find both the Magnolia and 
Florida House mentioned as early 
as 1S4S, but since that date these 
houses have been so added to and 
changed as to be different buildings. 
The Magnolia has this year changed 



Cord ova ^Street, where it debouces at 
the corner of the Ponce de Leon. 
Visitors will find themselves well 
cared for at the Magnolia or at the 
quiet, retired Buckingham, which 
though centrally located close I0 the 
Alcazar, stands back from the street 



THREE FLAGS 



in beautiful grounds of its own. 
The Ocean View hotel as its name 
indicates, is built facing the sea-wall 
on Bay Street. It is well appointed 
and in excellent hands, and the views 
from its windows over the Matanzas 
River and Anastasia Island are jine. 



The Palmetto on Orange Street, 
will be found very convenient, as it 
is close to so much that is old world. 
Mr. Bentley is experienced and 
makes his guests comfortable, and 
his terms are very moderate. 
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HOWE'S! 





MAUMOMA HOTBt, 



J. H. LYNN & e©., 

TIK>LESALE DEALERS IN 

malt Ciquor$, mines and Bern, 



WHSKIES, BRANDIES, GIN, RUM, iu. 

STEAM BOTTLING WORKS. 

Also Cigars aad Tobacco. All Goods First-Class. Send for Price List. 





PALMETTO HOTEL, 

CloH to City QmUfmta Old Fort. 

J. E. BENTLEY, Proprietor. 

ST. AUGUSTINE, FLA. 



St. Augustine 
Machine Works. 



The Most Coroplcte Plant 
on the Eatt Coatt. 



Steam and Naptha Boiler 
and Engine Works. 



BICYCLE 
BEFAIRINa. 



WORK 

PROMPTLY 

DONE. 



H. W. CUYON, Manager. 



Ocean Uiew l)otel. 



ST. AUGUSTINE, • FLORIDA. 

Handsome and home-like; locateri 
one block south of Plaza; within 
seventy-five feet of the old sea 
wall and fronts on the beautifnl 
Matanzas Bay, with an unob- 
structed view of the Atlantic 
Ocean, Anastasia Island and old 
Spanish Fort. 

Rales: $i.oa to S3.50 per day. 
Special Reteaby the treek. 



F. C. HAVDEN, 

rianager. 



OPEN ALL 

THE YEAR. 



Drmtnaking Parlors, 

39 San Muco Avcaue, Cm. Mulbeify Street. 
ST. AUGUSTINE, FLA. 



RSPAIRINO A SFKCIALTY. 



Purchasing Agent from 
Lord & Taylors, New York City. 



MISS M. E. BENTLEY. 



Dr. F. Lund Ewino. 

DENTIST 

Si. Georoe Street. St. fluou&tine. 

BISHOP'S new BUILDINO. 



HEAD OFFIOE OF 

Ctapln's Farm Igency. 




Country Real Estate a Specialty. 

New Enjtlatid Famu, Soutbcm Investaait*, 
Hdtcli uiirother Solid Biulne» Opedinip lor lals 

throuehout Aoierla, Suburban Village ami 

Scathore Cottage*. Wertem Stock Rancbei, 

Cotton and Tobacco Plantations, 

Orange, Lemon, Pine Apple and Cocoa- 
nut Oroves, 

Timber, nineral 



anid by Mii. CilArix'8 A^S. 



TWELVE OTTICES, tell/, a fOrtt nf Une, X«»rtttic 
0/ Country Krai Eilalt, CaTiipondmce Kllclltd. 

THE NEW ENGLAND AND THE SOUTH. 



Soulier! 



tiec at eUhet 



257WA5H1NCT0N STREET. OHAFHrBFABU AO£irOT,Ba<it(inaud8t.AnKutl]i«. 
*'"" * ""■ • tlvrouglunit tht emmtry. 
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THE BORROWER WILL BE CHARGED 
AN OVERDUE FEE IFTHIS BOOK IS NOT 
RETURNED TO THE UBRARY ON OR 

BEFORE THE LAST DATE STAMPED 
BELOW. NON-RECEIPT OF OVERDUE 
NOTICES DOES NOT EXEMPT THE 
BORROWER HCQM OVERDUE FEES. 
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